A Short History of the CSU Expository Reading and Writing Course—John Edlund
In late 2002, as the CSU was beginning to implement the Early Assessment Program (EAP), the English Council Executive Committee met with David Spence and Allison Jones to make the case that a new 12th Grade Expository Reading and Writing Course, developed in a partnership between CSU and K-12 faculty, was an appropriate and necessary intervention for students who were not proficient on the English portion of the new EAP test.  A proposal for a curriculum development task force was submitted by John Edlund, Director of the University Writing Center at Cal Poly Pomona and newly elected President of English Council, in January of 2003.  Members of the task force were recruited and selected by English Council.  The Task Force was chaired by John Edlund.  The CSU members included three composition specialists, a reading specialist, an ESL specialist and an English Education specialist. High school members included two high school English teachers, a curriculum specialist, and a high school principal.  The first meeting was on August 20, 2003.
The original plan was to collect the best practices from developmental courses throughout the CSU and package them for use by high school teachers.  However, the high school members immediately argued that this would not work because every assignment had to be closely aligned with the California English Language Arts Standards, and because the real problem was critical reading, not writing.  An assignment template that moved from pre-reading strategies to proofreading and everything in between, with a sidebar that listed the relevant language arts standards, was developed in the first year, along with six model assignments.  In October 2004, a series of “Training of Trainers” conferences were held, one in Sacramento, one in Bakersfield, and one at Cal Poly Pomona (We have since learned that in K-12, they prefer the term “professional development” to “training.”)  These conferences were designed to train two-person teams consisting of one CSU person and one K-12 person to train teachers to use the template and the assignments.  CSU personnel, including Dave Spence, Allison Jones, and task force chair John Edlund, met with Sue Stickle and Glen Thomas at the California Department of Education (CDE) to convince them to support the EAP effort, and to coordinate the ERWC training out of County Offices of Education.

In the second year, as the ERWC materials were being piloted and a pilot evaluation study was undertaken involving 10 high school campuses, the task force continued to develop new assignments to produce a full two-semester course.  It became apparent that for the course to be successful, it needed to count as senior English, which meant that it had to be approved by the University of California Office of the President as meeting the “B” requirement.  UC required the course to include full-length works, so two new assignments were created and approval was finally granted.  The pilot study showed that working with a minimum of two ERWC assignments was associated with statistically significant improvement in test scores.    Leadership conferences were held in the north and south to certify new trainers, and the professional development workshops continued.  
In the third year, which is just finishing up, the assignments were all revised according to feedback from teachers.  New vocabulary development strategies were added.  The new assignments and materials have been sent to CDE Press for editing and publication.  A new external evaluation, at a much larger scale, is in process.  Approximately 2,200 teachers, in 547 schools, have been trained.  A CSU “Expository Reading and Writing Online Community” has been created, which allows teachers from all over the state to share ideas and help each other.

By any measure, the EAP and the ERWC have been very successful.  The root of that success has been the unprecedented cooperation between CSU and CDE, UC, County Offices of Education, and among faculty, staff and administrators in all of these various institutions.  

