Title 5 Curriculum Regulations – Brought to the Board of Governors, July 9-10, 2007
Prepared for the 2007 ASCCC Curriculum Institute

Unlike the full version, this abbreviated version highlights only the sections that we feel will be of greatest interest to Curriculum Institute attendees. For the complete version of the Board adopted changes, please go to http://www.cccco.edu/executive/bog/agendas/attachments_0707/04-1a-T5_Regs_Packet.doc. 
Note:  In this document, bold indicates a comment or question.  Strikeout and underline have their ordinary meanings. Not all underlined language is new. In some instances an existing regulation is repealed and readopted with a new section number.  In this instance, all text is underlined, but text which is both italicized and underlined represents truly new material being added to clarify or expand the coverage of the regulation.) 
(Comment:  Section 52010 is a new section which establishes a general policy that districts must bring district policies into compliance with new regulatory requirements within 90 days and must make any necessary adjustments to their class schedules or catalogs at the next available opportunity.) 
§ 52010.  Effect of Regulations, Revision of District Policies and Publications. 
Each community college district must comply with all regulatory requirements set forth in this division once such requirements take effect.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, unless otherwise expressly provided in a particular regulation, a district will not be considered to be out of compliance with a regulatory requirement solely because its written district policies or procedures have not been revised, provided that it conforms such policies or procedures to the regulatory requirement within one hundred and eighty (180) days after the effective date of such regulations and, at the first available opportunity, incorporates necessary changes into its catalog and class schedules. 
(Comment:  This section sets forth basic definitions applicable to subchapter 1.  Several new definitions have been added to this section.  Many of them are taken from current section 55200 which will be repealed.)

§ 55000.  Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:  
(a)  "Advisory on recommended preparation" means a condition of enrollment that a student is advised, but not required, to meet before or in conjunction with enrollment in a course or educational program.
(b)  "Community Services Offering" means a fee-supported community services class authorized pursuant to Education Code section 78300 and approved pursuant to subdivision (d) of section 55002 for which state apportionment is not claimed and credit is not awarded.
(c)  "Content review" means a rigorous, systematic process developed in accordance with sections 53200 to 53204, approved by the Chancellor as part of the district matriculation plan required under section 55510, and that is conducted by faculty to identify the necessary and appropriate body of knowledge or skills students need to possess prior to enrolling in a course, or which students need to acquire through simultaneous enrollment in a corequisite course. 
(d)  "Contract Course" means a course which a community college district offers under a contract pursuant to Education Code section 78021 with a public or private agency, corporation, association, or other organization. 
(e)  "Corequisite" means a condition of enrollment consisting of a course that a student is required to simultaneously take in order to enroll in another course. 
(f)  "Course" means an organized pattern of instruction on a specified subject offered by a community college pursuant to subdivisions (a), (b) or (c) of section 55002.
(g)(b) "Educational program" is an organized sequence of courses leading to a defined objective, a degree, a certificate, a diploma, a license, or transfer to another institution of higher education. 
(c)  "Class" means a community services offering.
(h)  "Necessary and appropriate" means that a strong rational basis exists for concluding that a prerequisite or corequisite is reasonably needed to achieve the purpose that it purports to serve.  This standard does not require absolute necessity.
(i)  "Noncredit basic skills courses" are those courses in reading, writing, computation, and English as a Second Language which are designated by the community college district as noncredit courses pursuant to subdivision (c) of section 55002. 
(j)  "Nondegree-applicable basic skills courses" are those courses in reading, writing, computation, and English as a Second Language which are designated by the community college district as nondegree-applicable credit courses pursuant to subdivision (b) of section 55002. 
(k)  "Prerequisite" means a condition of enrollment that a student is required to meet in order to demonstrate current readiness for enrollment in a course or educational program. 
(l)  "Satisfactory grade" means that, for the course in question, the student's academic record has been annotated with the symbol A, B, C or P as those symbols are defined in section 55023.

(Comment:  This section, which references the Course Approval Handbook, is amended to incorporate by reference future updates of the Handbook.) 
§ 55000.5.  Handbook;  Monitoring and Review of Approved Courses and Programs.
(a)  The Chancellor shall prepare, distribute, and maintain a detailed handbook for use by the local educational agencies community college districts. The handbook shall contain course approval criteria, implementation plans for administrative regulations, and procedures for securing course and program approvals.  
(b)  The Board of Governors hereby adopts and incorporates by reference into this section The California Community Colleges Program and Course Approval Handbook issued March 2003, as it may be revised from time to time, along with any addenda thereto.  In the event of a conflict between the provisions of the Handbook and the provisions of this chapter, the provisions of this chapter shall control. The Chancellor shall monitor and review courses and programs which were approved under the provisions of section 70901 of the Education Code for compliance with applicable statutes and regulations on a periodic basis. 

(Comment:  This section sets forth basic requirements for approval of different types of courses.  Minor clarifying and conforming changes are made in this section.)
§ 55002.  Standards and Criteria for Courses and Classes.
(a)  Associate Degree-Applicable Credit Course. An associate degree-applicable credit course is a course which has been designated as appropriate to the associate degree in accordance with the requirements of section 55805.5 55062, and which has been recommended by the college and/or district curriculum committee and approved by the district governing board as a collegiate course meeting the needs of the students eligible for admission.
(1)  Curriculum Committee.  The college and/or district curriculum committee recommending the course shall be established by the mutual agreement of the college and/or district administration and the academic senate.  The committee shall be either a committee of the academic senate or a committee that includes faculty and is otherwise comprised in a way that is mutually agreeable to the college and/or district administration and the academic senate.

(2)  Standards for Approval.  The college and/or district curriculum committee shall recommend approval of the course for associate degree credit if it meets the following standards:  
(A)  Grading Policy.  The course provides for measurement of student performance in terms of the stated course objectives and culminates in a formal, permanently recorded grade based upon uniform standards in accordance with section 55758 55023.  The grade is based on demonstrated proficiency in subject matter and the ability to demonstrate that proficiency, at least in part, by means of essays, or, in courses where the curriculum committee deems them to be appropriate, by problem solving exercises or skills demonstrations by students

(B)  Units.  The course grants units of credit based upon a relationship specified by the governing board between the number of units assigned to the course and the number of lecture and/or laboratory hours or performance criteria specified in the course outline.  The course also requires a minimum of three hours of student work per week, including class time for each unit of credit, prorated for short-term, extended term, laboratory and/or activity courses.
(C)  Intensity. The course treats subject matter with a scope and intensity that requires students to study independently outside of class time.
(D)  Prerequisites and Corequisites.  When the college and/or district curriculum committee determines, based on a review of the course outline of record, that a student would be highly unlikely to receive a satisfactory grade unless the student has knowledge or skills not taught in the course, then the course shall require prerequisites or corequisites that are established, reviewed, and applied in accordance with the requirements of this article 2.5 (commencing with section 55200) of this subchapter.

(E)  Basic Skills Requirements. If success in the course is dependent upon communication or computation skills, then the course shall require, consistent with the provisions of this article 2.5 (commencing with section 55200) of this subchapter, as prerequisites or corequisites eligibility for enrollment in associate degree credit courses in English and/or mathematics, respectively.

(F)  Difficulty. The course work calls for critical thinking and the understanding and application of concepts determined by the curriculum committee to be at college level.

(G)  Level. The course requires learning skills and a vocabulary that the curriculum committee deems appropriate for a college course.

(3)  Course Outline of Record.  The course is described in a course outline of record that shall be maintained in the official college files and made available to each instructor.  The course outline of record shall specify the unit value, the expected number of contact hours for the course as a whole, the prerequisites, corequisites or advisories on recommended preparation (if any) for the course, the catalog description, scope, objectives, and content in terms of a specific body of knowledge. The course outline shall also specify types or provide examples of required reading and writing assignments, other outside-of-class assignments, instructional methodology, and methods of evaluation for determining whether the stated objectives have been met by students.

(4)  Conduct of Course. Each section of the course is to be taught by a qualified instructor in accordance with a set of objectives and with other specifications defined in the course outline of record.

(5)  Repetition. Repeated enrollment is allowed only in accordance with provisions of sections 51002, 55761-55763 55040-55043 and 58161.

(b)  Nondegree-Applicable Credit Course. A credit course designated by the governing board as not applicable to the associate degree is a course which, at a minimum, is recommended by the college and/or district curriculum committee (the committee described and established under subdivision (a)(1) of this section) and is approved by the district governing board and falls within one of the following categories.
(1)  Types of Courses.  Nondegree-applicable credit courses are:  

(A)  precollegiate nondegree-applicable basic skills courses as defined in subdivision (j) of section 55502(d) 55000;  

(B)  courses designed to enable students to succeed in college-level work degree-applicable credit courses (including, but not limited to, college orientation and guidance courses, and discipline-specific preparatory courses such as biology, history, or electronics) that integrate basic skills instruction throughout and assign grades partly upon the demonstrated mastery of those skills;  
(C)  precollegiate occupational career technical preparation courses designed to provide foundation skills for students preparing for entry into college-level degree-applicable credit occupational career technical courses or programs;

(D)  essential occupational career technical instruction for which meeting the standards of section 505002(a) subdivision (a) is neither necessary nor required.

(2)  Standards for Approval. The college and/or district curriculum committee shall recommend approval of the course on the basis of the standards which follow. In order to be eligible for state apportionment, such courses must be approved (as courses not part of programs) by the Chancellor's Office as provided by section 55100.
(A)  Grading Policy.  The course provides for measurement of student performance in terms of the stated course objectives and culminates in a formal, permanently recorded grade based upon uniform standards in accordance with section 55758 55023.  The grade is based on demonstrated proficiency in the subject matter and the ability to demonstrate that proficiency, at least in part, by means of written expression that may include essays, or, in courses where the curriculum committee deems them to be appropriate, by problem solving exercises or skills demonstrations by students.

(B)  Units.  The course grants units of credit based upon a relationship specified by the governing board between the number of units assigned to the course and the number of lecture and/or laboratory hours or performance criteria specified in the course outline.  The course requires a minimum of three hours of student work per week, per unit, including class time and/or demonstrated competency, for each unit of credit, prorated for short-term, extended term, laboratory, and/or activity courses.

(C)  Intensity.  The course provides instruction in critical thinking and generally treats subject matter with a scope and intensity that prepares students to study independently outside of class time and includes reading and writing assignments and homework.  In particular, the assignments will be sufficiently rigorous that students successfully completing each such course successfully, or sequence of required courses, will have acquired the skills necessary to successfully complete college-level degree-applicable work upon completion of the required sequence of such courses.
(D)  Prerequisites and corequisites. When the college and/or district curriculum committee deems appropriate, the course may require prerequisites or corequisites for the course that are established, reviewed, and applied in accordance with this article 2.5 (commencing with section 55200) of this subchapter.

(3)  Course Outline of Record.  The course is described in a course outline of record that shall be maintained in the official college files and made available to each instructor.  The course outline of record shall specify the unit value, the expected number of contact hours for the course as a whole, the prerequisites, corequisites or advisories on recommended preparation (if any) for the course, the catalog description, scope, objectives, and content in terms of a specific body of knowledge. The course outline shall also specify types or provide examples of required reading and writing assignments, other outside-of-class assignments, instructional methodology, and methods of evaluation for determining whether the stated objectives have been met by students.  Taken together, these course specifications shall be such as to typically enable any student who successfully completes all of the assigned work prescribed in the outline of record to successfully meet the course objectives.

(4)  Conduct of Course.  All sections of the course are to be taught by a qualified instructor in accordance with a set of objectives and with other specifications defined in the course outline of record.

(5)  Repetition.  Repeated enrollment is allowed only in accordance with provisions of sections 51002, 55761-55763 55040-55043 and 58161.
(c)  Noncredit Course.  A noncredit course is a course which, at a minimum, is recommended by the college and/or district curriculum committee (the committee described and established under subdivision (a)(1) of this section) and approved by the district governing board as a course meeting the needs of enrolled students.

(1)  Standards for Approval.  The college and/or district curriculum committee shall recommend approval of the course if the course treats subject matter and uses resource materials, teaching methods, and standards of attendance and achievement that the committee deems appropriate for the enrolled students.  In order to be eligible for state apportionment, such courses must be approved by the Chancellor 's Office pursuant to article 2.2 (commencing with section 55150) of subchapter 2 of this chapter and satisfy the requirements of section 58160 and other applicable provisions of chapter 9 (commencing with section 58000) of this division.

(2)  Course Outline of Record.  The course is described in a course outline of record that shall be maintained in the official college files and made available to each instructor.  The course outline of record shall specify the number of contact hours normally required for a student to complete the course, the catalog description, the scope, objectives, contents in terms of a specific body of knowledge, instructional methodology, examples of assignments and/or activities, and methods of evaluation for determining whether the stated objectives have been met.
(3)  Conduct of Course.  All sections of the course are to be taught by a qualified instructor in accordance with the set of objectives and other specifications defined in the course outline of record.
(4)  Repetition.  Repeated enrollment is allowed only in accordance with provisions of section 58161.
(d)  Community Services Class Offering.  A community services class offering is a class that meets must meet the following minimum requirements:

(1)  is approved by the local district governing board;  
(2)  is designed for the physical, mental, moral, economic, or civic development of persons enrolled therein;

(3)  provides subject matter content, resource materials, and teaching methods which the district governing board deems appropriate for the enrolled students;

(4)  is conducted in accordance with a predetermined strategy or plan;

(5)  is open to all members of the community willing to pay fees to cover the cost of the offering; and  
(6)  may not be claimed for apportionment purposes.
(Comment:  This section, which defines the basic unit of college credit, is amended to avoid reference to specific term lengths.)
§ 55002.5.  Credit Hour; Allowance for Shorter Term.
(a) One credit hour of community college work is approximately three requires a minimum of 48 hours of recitation lecture, study, or laboratory work per week throughout a term of 16 weeks at colleges operating on the semester system or 33 hours of lecture, study or laboratory work at colleges operating on the quarter system. 
(b) A course requiring 96 hours or more of lecture, study or laboratory work at colleges operating on the semester system or 66 hours or more of lecture, study, or laboratory work at colleges operating on the quarter system shall provide at least 2 units of credit. 
(c)  The amount of credit awarded shall be adjusted in proportion to the number of hours of lecture, study or laboratory work in half unit increments. 
(d) A district may elect to adjust the amount of credit awarded in proportion to the number of hours of lecture, study or laboratory work in increments of less than one half unit. 
Where a term is more or less than 16 weeks, more or less than one credit hour shall be allowed in the same ratio that the length of the term is to 16 weeks.
(Comment:  Section 55007 is a new provision prohibiting the practice of students enrolling in two or more sections of the same credit course during the same term.  The practice is questionable from an educational standpoint and in terms of use of state resources.)
§ 55007.  Multiple and Overlapping Enrollments.
(a)  A community college district may not permit a student to enroll in two or more sections of the same credit course during the same term unless the length of the course is such that a student may enroll in two or more sections of the same course during the same term without being enrolled in more than one section at any given time.  Students needing additional instruction in the subject matter while enrolled in a course may be referred for individualized tutoring pursuant to section 58170 or supplemental learning assistance pursuant to sections 58172 and 58164.  
(b)  A district may not permit a student to enroll in two or more courses where the meeting times for the courses overlap, unless the district has established and incorporated into its attendance accounting procedures adopted pursuant to section 58030 a mechanism for ensuring that the following requirements are satisfied:
(1)  the student provides a sound justification, other than mere scheduling convenience, of the need for the overlapping schedule;
(2)  an appropriate district official approves the schedule;
(3)  the college maintains documentation describing the justification for the overlapping schedule and showing that the student made up the hours of overlap in the course partially or wholly not attended as scheduled at some other time during the same week under the supervision of the instructor of the course.
(Comment:  Section 55022 is similar to current section 55752 except that the phrase "pass-no pass" has been substituted for "credit-no credit."  This was done to help clarify terminology and avoid confusion with noncredit. Material now appearing in subdivisions (d) and (e) of section 55752 has been omitted as no longer necessary.  To allow time for implementation of the new "P" and "NP" symbols, a provision has been added authorizing the continued use of the "credit-no credit" terminology and symbols until the Fall 2009 term.)
§ 55022.  Pass-No Pass Options.
(a)  The policy adopted pursuant to section 55021 may permit courses to be offered in either or both of the following categories and, if so, shall require that each college catalog specify the category into which each course falls:

(1)  Courses wherein all students are evaluated on a "pass-no pass" basis.

(2)  Courses wherein each student may elect on registration, or no later than the end of the first 30 percent of the term, whether the basis of evaluation is to be "pass-no pass" or a letter grade.

(b)  All units of credit earned on a "pass-no pass" or "credit-no credit" basis in accredited California institutions of higher education or equivalent out-of-state institutions shall be counted in satisfaction of community college curriculum requirements.

(c)  Units earned on a "pass-no pass" basis shall not be used to calculate grade point averages. However, units attempted for which the symbol "NP" (as defined in section 55023) is recorded shall be considered in probation and dismissal procedures.
(d) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, a district may continue to designate courses as being offered on a "credit-no credit basis" instead of a "pass-no pass" basis and may continue to use the "CR" and "NC" symbols instead of the "P" and "NP" symbols until the Fall 2009 term.  Until the Fall 2009 term, any reference in this chapter to the "P" symbol shall be deemed to include the "CR" symbol and any reference to the "NP" symbol shall be deemed to include the "NC" symbol. 
Note:  Authority cited:  Sections 66700 and 70901,  Education Code.  Reference:  Section 70901, Education Code.

(Comment:  Section 55024 describes rules related to withdrawal and military withdrawal.  It contains text now appearing in section 55758.  However, a new paragraph has been added as subdivision (a)(8) to clarify that a "W" can be removed in the event of a finding of discrimination.)  
§ 55024.  Withdrawal.
(a) The governing board of a district which decides to provide a withdrawal procedure shall adopt a policy consistent with the following:
(1)  Withdrawal from a course or courses shall be authorized through the last day of the fourteenth week of instruction (or 75 percent of a term, whichever is less). The governing board, however, may establish a final withdrawal date which prohibits withdrawal after a designated point in time between the end of the fourth week of instruction (or 30 percent of a term, whichever is less) and the last day of the fourteenth week of instruction (or 75 percent of a term, whichever is less). The academic record of a student who remains in a course beyond the time allowed by district policy must reflect a symbol as authorized in section 55023.
(2)  The governing board may by regulation authorize withdrawal from a course or courses in extenuating circumstances after the last day of the fourteenth week (or 75 percent of the term, whichever is less) upon petition of the student or his or her representative and after consultation with the appropriate faculty.  Extenuating circumstances are verified cases of accidents, illnesses or other circumstances beyond the control of the student.
(3)  No notation ("W" or other) shall be made on the academic record of the student who withdraws during the first four weeks or 30 percent of a term, whichever is less. The governing board may establish a period of time shorter than the first four weeks or 30 percent of a term, during which no notation shall be made.
(4)  Withdrawal between the end of the fourth week (or such time as established by the district) and the last day of the fourteenth week of instruction (or 75 percent of a term, whichever is less) shall be authorized after informing the appropriate faculty.
(5)  Withdrawal after the end of the fourteenth week (or 75 percent of a term, whichever is less) when the district has authorized such withdrawal in extenuating circumstances, after consultation with appropriate faculty, shall be recorded as a "W."
(6)  For purposes of withdrawal policies, the term "appropriate faculty" means the instructor of each course section in question or, in the event the instructor cannot be contacted, the department chair or appropriate administrator. 
(7)  The "W" shall not be used in calculating grade point averages, but shall be used in determining probation and dismissal pursuant to article 3 of this subchapter.
(8)  A "W" shall not be assigned, or if assigned shall be removed, from a student's academic record, if a determination is made pursuant to sections 59300 et seq. that the student withdrew from the course due to discriminatory treatment or due to retaliation for alleging discriminatory treatment or that the student withdrew because he or she reasonably believed that remaining in the course would subject him or her to discriminatory treatment or retaliation for alleging discriminatory treatment.
(b)  Within the parameters set forth in subdivision (a), criteria for withdrawal and the procedures to accomplish it shall be established by the district governing board and published in college catalogs.
(c)  A district's responsibilities with respect to enrollment or attendance accounting shall not be modified or superseded in any way by adoption of a withdrawal policy.
(d)  The governing board of a district which decides to provide a withdrawal policy shall also adopt military withdrawal procedures consistent with the following:
(1)  "Military Withdrawal" occurs when a student who is a member of an active or reserve United States military service receives orders compelling a withdrawal from courses. Upon verification of such orders, a withdrawal symbol may be assigned at any time after the period established by the governing board during which no notation is made for withdrawals. The withdrawal symbol so assigned may be a "W" or, if necessary to distinguish military withdrawals, may be a "MW."
(2)  Military withdrawals shall not be counted in progress probation and dismissal calculations.
(3)  In no case may a military withdrawal result in a student being assigned an "FW" grade.

(Comment:  Section 55025 addresses grade changes.  It is identical to section 55760 which it replaces, except that language has been added to clarify the term "mistake" and language requiring adoption of policies on course repetition is deleted because it is duplicative of similar provisions in other sections.  In addition, a new subdivision (c) has been added to address procedural problems which have arisen in past cases.)  
§ 55025.  Grade Changes.
(a)  In any course of instruction in a community college district for which grades are awarded, the instructor of the course shall determine the grade to be awarded each student in accordance with this article.  The determination of the student's grade by the instructor shall be final in the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetency.
(b)  For purposes of this section, "mistake" may include, but is not limited to, clerical errors and errors made by an instructor in calculating a student's grade.
(c)  Procedures for the correction of grades shall be consistent with Education Code section 76232 or provide an alternative mechanism which will ensure that students receive a reasonable and objective review of the requested grade change.  If the procedure requires the student to first request a grade change from the instructor, provisions shall be made for another faculty member to substitute for the instructor if the instructor is not available, the student has filed a discrimination complaint or the district determines that it is possible there has been gross misconduct by the original instructor.
(d)  Procedures shall also include expunging the incorrect grade from the record.
(e)  When grade changes are made as a result of course repetition in accordance with article 4 of this subchapter, appropriate annotations of any courses repeated shall be entered on the student's permanent academic record in such a manner that all work remains legible, insuring a true and complete academic history.
(Comment:  Section 55035 sets forth the limitation on remedial coursework.  This section is virtually identical to current section 55756.5 except that the language has been clarified to ensure that the regulation only applies to remedial courses taken at the community college level, not to those taken in K-12.  The provision is included in this article on probation and dismissal because it requires that a student who has exceeded the remedial coursework limit be referred to other entities for additional remediation.)  
§ 55035.  Remedial Coursework Limit.
(a)  A student's need for remedial coursework shall be determined using appropriate assessment instruments, methods, or procedures administered pursuant to subchapter 6 (commencing with section 55500) of this chapter.  However, except as provided in subdivision (c) of this section, no student shall receive more than 30 semester units (or 45 quarter units) of credit for remedial coursework.  Students having exhausted the unit limitation shall be referred for further remedial work to appropriate adult noncredit education services provided by a college, adult school, community-based organization, or other appropriate local provider.
(b)  For the purposes of this section, "remedial coursework" refers to nondegree-applicable basic skills courses as defined in subdivision (j) of section 55000.
(c)  The following students are exempted from the limitation on remedial coursework described in subdivision (a) of this section:
(1)  Students enrolled in one or more courses of English as a Second Language (ESL);
(2)  Students identified by the district as having a learning disability as defined in section 56036.
(d)  The governing board of a district may provide a waiver of the limitation on remedial coursework with respect to any student who shows significant, measurable progress toward the development of skills appropriate to his or her enrollment in degree-applicable credit courses. Such waivers, if granted, shall be provided pursuant to locally developed standards which are reviewed and approved by the governing board. The standards shall include provisions which ensure that waivers are only given for specified periods of time or for specified numbers of units.
(e)  A student who does not attain full eligibility status for degree-applicable credit courses within the limit described in subdivision (a) of this section shall, unless provided with a waiver, be restricted to taking only noncredit courses, nondegree-applicable courses which do not involve remediation, and those degree-applicable credit courses which do not have basic skills prerequisites or advisories on recommended preparation.
(f)  A student may, upon successful completion of appropriate "remedial coursework," or upon demonstration of skills levels which will reasonably assure success in degree-applicable credit courses, request reinstatement to proceed with such coursework.
(g)  The governing board of each district shall submit, through the established Management Information System, information necessary to enable the Chancellor to determine the following:
(1)  The effect of this section on students by sex, age, and ethnicity;
(2)  Success rates for students enrolled in "remedial coursework;"
(3)  Attrition rates for students enrolled in "remedial coursework;"
(4)  Rates at which students are referred to and enroll in adult noncredit instruction;
(5)  Rates at which students who are referred to adult noncredit instruction subsequently enroll in degree-applicable credit courses;
(6)  Term-to-term persistence rates for students;
(7)  Rates at which students enter employment immediately after completing remedial coursework;
(8)  The extent to which students are exempted from the limitation specified in subdivision (b);
(9)  The extent to which students receive waivers, as authorized by subdivision (d); and  
(10) The rate at which students are dismissed as described in subdivision (e).
Note:  Authority cited:  Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code.  Reference:  Section 84500, Education Code; and Statutes of 1988, Chapter 973, Section 68.
(Comment:  Section 55040, which addresses repetition of courses where substandard work has been recorded, combines language currently appearing in sections 55761 and 55762 and clarifies how grades and credits are treated after course repetition.  A definition of course repetition is added.  A substantive change is made to allow two repetitions, instead of the one now allowed, where previous grades and credits can be disregarded in computation of the GPA.  Language is also added to cross-reference to section 56029 which permits additional repetitions of special classes for students with disabilities under specified circumstances.)
§ 55040.  District Policy for Course Repetition.
(a)  The governing board of each community college district shall adopt and publish policies and procedures pertaining to the repetition of credit courses for which substandard academic work has been recorded.  Such procedures shall not conflict with section 55025 or Education Code section 76224, pertaining to the finality of grades assigned by instructors, or with chapter 2.5 (commencing with section 59020) of division 10 of this part, pertaining to the retention and destruction of student records. Such procedures may:
(1)  Permit repetition of any course which was taken in an accredited college or university and for which substandard academic work is recorded;  
(2)  Indicate any specific courses or categories of courses where repetition pursuant to this section is not permitted; and
(3)  In determining transfer of a student's credits, honor similar, prior course repetition actions by other accredited colleges and universities.
(b)  For purposes of course repetition, academic renewal, and all other related provisions in this division, the following terms shall have the meanings specified below: 
(1)  "Course repetition" occurs when a student who has previously received a grade as defined in section 55023, in a particular course re-enrolls in that course. 
(2)  "Substandard academic work" means course work for which the grading symbols "D," "F," "FW," "NP" or "NC" (as defined in section 55023 and 55030) have been recorded. 
(c)  The procedures or regulations adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) may allow a student to repeat a course two times in an effort to alleviate substandard academic work.  A district may, upon petition by the student, permit a third repetition of a course in which substandard academic work has previously been recorded, provided the district finds that there are extenuating circumstances which justify an additional repetition.  Extenuating circumstances are verified cases of accidents, illness, or other circumstances beyond the control of the student.  The district policy may allow the previous grade and credit to be disregarded in computing the student's GPA each time the course is repeated. 
(d)  The policy adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) may permit a student with a disability to repeat a special class for students with disabilities any number of times based on an individualized determination that such repetition is required as a disability-related accomodation for that particular student for one of the reasons specified in section 56029.  The district policy may allow the previous grade and credit to be disregarded in computing the student's GPA each time the course is repeated. 
(e)  When course repetition occurs pursuant to this section , the student's permanent academic record shall clearly indicate any courses repeated using an appropriate symbol and be annotated in such a manner that all work remains legible, insuring a true and complete academic history.
(Comment:  Section 55041 addresses course repetition where substandard work has not been recorded.  It combines language now appearing in sections 55763 and 58161.  This was done to create a single regulation identifying all circumstances allowing course repetition where substandard academic work has not been recorded.  The circumstances under which a district may require a student to repeat a course due to significant lapse of time are more clearly defined.  Language has also been added to cross-reference to section 56029 which permits additional repetitions of special classes for students with disabilities under specified circumstances.)
§ 55041.  Course Repetition Absent Substandard Academic Work.
(a)  The governing board of a district may adopt procedures or regulations pertaining to the repetition of credit courses for which substandard academic work has not been recorded.
 (b)  If a district permits repetition of courses where substandard academic work has not been recorded, repetition shall be permitted, without petition, in instances when such repetition is necessary for a student to meet a legally mandated training requirement as a condition of continued paid or volunteer employment. Such courses must conform to all attendance accounting, course approval, and other requirements imposed by applicable provisions of law. Such courses may be repeated for credit any number of times, regardless of whether or not substandard academic work was previously recorded, and the grade received each time shall be included for purposes of calculating the student's grade point average. The governing board of a district may establish policies and procedures requiring students to certify or document that course repetition is necessary to complete legally mandated training pursuant to this subdivision.
(c)  The district policy adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) may allow repetition in activity courses subject to the following conditions: 
(1)  The district must identify the courses which are to be repeatable, and designate such courses in its catalog.
(2)  The district must determine and certify that each identified course is one in which the course content differs each time it is offered, and that the student who repeats it is gaining an expanded educational experience for one of the following reasons:
(A)  Skills or proficiencies are enhanced by supervised repetition and practice within class periods; or
(B)  Active participatory experience in individual study or group assignments is the basic means by which learning objectives are obtained.
(3)  The district must develop and implement a mechanism for the proper monitoring of such repetition.
(4)  Students may repeat a course pursuant to this subdivision for not more than three semesters or five quarters.  For purposes of this subdivision, semesters or quarters include summer or intersessions.
(d)  The policy adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) may permit a student with a disability to repeat a special class for students with disabilities any number of times based on an individualized determination that such repetition is required as a disability-related accommodation for that particular student for one of the reasons specified in section 56029. 
(e)  Except as provided in subdivisions (b), (c) or (d), repetition of courses for which substandard academic work has not been recorded shall be permitted only upon petition of the student and with the written permission of the governing board or its designee based on a finding that the student's previous grade is, at least in part, the result of extenuating circumstances.  Extenuating circumstances are verified cases of accidents, illness, or other circumstances beyond the control of the student.  Grades awarded for courses repeated under this subdivision shall not be counted in calculating a student's grade point average.  
(f)  In addition to permitting course repetition in the circumstances described in this section, a district may also require repetition of a course where substandard academic work has not been recorded if the district determines that there has been a significant lapse of time since the student previously took the course.  A district may require a student to repeat a course pursuant to this paragraph where the district has properly established a recency prerequisite for a course pursuant to section 55003 or has otherwise defined "significant lapse of time" in its policy on course repetition. If the district determines that a student needs to repeat an activity course due to significant lapse of time, that repetition shall be counted in applying the limit on repetitions set forth in subdivision (c)(4) except that, if the student has already exhausted the number of repetitions permitted under subdivision (c)(4), an additional repetition due to significant lapse of time may be required by the district. 
(g)  When course repetition under this section occurs, the student's permanent academic record shall be annotated in such a manner that all work remains legible, insuring a true and complete academic history.
Note:  Authority cited:  Section 70901, Education Code. Reference:  Sections 70901, 70902 and 76000, Education Code.
(Comment:  Section 55042 is a new section which largely incorporates current administrative interpretation of limitations on repetition of activity courses.)  
§ 55042.  Course Repetition in Activity Courses.
(a)  For purposes of subdivision (c) of section 55041, “activity courses” include courses where the student meets course objectives by repeating a similar primary educational activity and the student continues or builds on skills or proficiencies by supervised repetition and practice within class periods.  Such courses include but are not limited to the following:
(1)  Physical education courses;  
(2)  Visual or performing arts courses in music, fine arts, theater or dance; 
(3)  Career technical courses where the content differs each time the course is offered, but the primary educational activity remains the same.
(b)(1)  Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subdivision, where a college establishes several levels of courses which consist of similar educational activities, the repetition limitation in subdivision (c) of section 55041 applies to all levels of courses that involve a similar primary educational activity regardless of whether the repetitions reflect multiple enrollments in a single course or in multiple courses involving the same primary activity.  
(2)  Visual or performing arts courses in music, fine arts, theater or dance which are part of a sequence of transfer courses are not subject to paragraph (1) of this subdivision.  
(c)  ESL courses and nondegree-applicable basic skills courses are not considered “activity courses” for purposes of subdivision (c) of section 55041.
(Comment:  Section 55043 is a new provision establishing special rules governing course repetition where a district offers a course for variable units on an open entry/open exit basis.)
§ 55043.  Repetition of Variable Unit Courses.
(a)  If a community college district offers credit courses for variable units on an open-entry/ open-exit basis pursuant to section 58164, the district policies on course repetition shall provide that a student may enroll in the course as many times as necessary to complete the entire curriculum of the course as described in the course outline of record.  However, the district policy may not permit the student to repeat any portion of the curriculum for the course, regardless of the grade the student received for that portion of the course, unless:
(1)  the course is required for legally mandated training; 
(2)  the course is a special class for students with disabilities which the student needs to repeat for one of the reasons described in section 56029; or 
(3)  repetition of the course to retake a portion of the curriculum is justified by extenuating circumstances pursuant to subdivision (e) of section 55041. 
(b)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), each time a student enrolls in a physical education activity course offered on an open entry/open exit basis, regardless of the number of units for which the student enrolls, the enrollment shall count as a repetition of the course for purposes of sections 55040-41 and 58161.
(Comment:  Section 55062, which lists categories of courses acceptable toward the associate degree, is substantially similar to current section 55805.5 which it replaces, except that the scope of subdivision (c) has been narrowed to address only English composition courses and to specifically exclude ESL courses.)
§ 55062.  Types of Courses Appropriate to the Associate Degree.
The criteria established by the governing board of a community college district to implement its philosophy on the associate degree shall permit only courses that conform to the standards specified in section 55002(a) and that fall into the following categories to be offered as degree-applicable credit courses:
(a)  All lower division courses accepted toward the baccalaureate degree by the California State University or University of California or designed to be offered for transfer.
(b)  Courses that apply to the major or area of emphasis in non-baccalaureate career technical fields.
(c)  English composition courses not more than one level below the first transfer level composition course, typically known as Freshman Composition.  Each student may count only one English composition course below transfer level for credit toward the associate degree.  English as a Second Language (ESL) courses which teach composition skills are not considered to be English composition courses for purposes of this subdivision. 
(d)  All mathematics courses above and including Elementary Algebra.
(e)  Credit courses in English and mathematics taught in or on behalf of other departments and which, as determined by the local governing board require entrance skills at a level equivalent to those necessary for the courses specified in subdivisions (c) and (d) above.
(Comment:  Section 55063, which sets forth minimum requirements for the associate degree, is substantially similar to current section 55806 which it replaces.  The term "English 1A" has been replaced with the term "Freshman Composition" throughout the regulation.  Proposed language will change the regulation to allow an “area of emphasis” in addition to a “major” in a single discipline or related disciplines.  A new paragraph (2) has been added to subdivision (a) to require, effective for Fall 2009, that students complete each course counted toward their major or area of emphasis with a grade of C or better.  In addition, language from current section 55801 defining satisfactory completion has been included in subdivision (d).)
§ 55063.  Minimum Requirements for the Associate Degree.
The governing board of a community college district shall confer the associate degree upon a student who has demonstrated competence in reading, in written expression, and in mathematics, and who has satisfactorily completed at least 60 semester units or 90 quarter units of degree-applicable credit course work (as defined in section 55002(a)) which falls into the categories described in section 55062.  A college may also accept toward satisfaction of this requirement courses that were not completed at a California community college that would reasonably be expected to meet or exceed the standards of section 55002(a).
Effective for all students admitted to a community college for the Fall 2009 term or any term thereafter, competence in written expression shall be demonstrated by obtaining a satisfactory grade in an English course at the level of the course typically known as Freshman Composition (either Freshman Composition or another English course at the same level and with the same rigor, approved locally) or by completing an assessment conducted pursuant to subchapter 6 of this chapter (commencing with section 55500) and achieving a score determined to be comparable to satisfactory completion of the specified English course.  Satisfactory completion of an English course at the level of Freshman Composition shall satisfy both this competency requirement and the coursework requirement set forth in subdivision (b)(1)(D)(i) of this section.
Effective for all students admitted to a community college for the Fall 2009 term or any term thereafter, competence in mathematics shall be demonstrated by obtaining a satisfactory grade in a mathematics course at the level of the course typically known as Intermediate Algebra (either Intermediate Algebra or another mathematics course at the same level, with the same rigor and with Elementary Algebra as a prerequisite, approved locally) or by completing an assessment conducted pursuant to subchapter 6 of this chapter (commencing with section 55500) and achieving a score determined to be comparable to satisfactory completion of the specified mathematics course.  Satisfactory completion of a mathematics course at the level of Intermediate Algebra shall satisfy both this competency requirement and the coursework requirement set forth in subdivision (b)(1)(D)(ii) of this section.
The competency requirements for written expression and mathematics may also be met by obtaining a satisfactory grade in courses in English and mathematics taught in or on behalf of other departments and which, as determined by the local governing board, require entrance skills at a level equivalent to those necessary for Freshman Composition and Intermediate Algebra respectively.  Requirements for demonstrating competency in reading shall be locally determined.
The required 60 semester or 90 quarter units of course work must be fulfilled in a curriculum accepted toward the degree by a college within the district (as shown in its catalog).  It must include at least 18 semester or 27 quarter units in general education and at least 18 semester or 27 quarter units in a major or area of emphasis as prescribed in this section. Of the total required units, at least 12 semester or 18 quarter units must be completed in residence at the college granting the degree.  Exceptions to residence requirements for the associate degree may be made by the governing board when it determines that an injustice or undue hardship would be placed on the student.
(a)  Requirements for a major or area of emphasis. 
(1)  At least 18 semester or 27 quarter units of study must be taken in a single discipline or related disciplines, as listed in the community colleges "Taxonomy of Programs," or in an area of emphasis involving lower division coursework which prepares students for a field of study or for a specific major at the University of California or the California State University.
(2)  Effective for all students admitted to a community college for the Fall 2009 term or any term thereafter, each course counted toward the unit requirement of this subdivision must be completed with a grade of C or better or a "P" if the course is taken on a "pass-no pass" basis.
(b)  General Education Requirements.
(1)  Students receiving an associate degree shall complete a minimum of 18 semester or 27 quarter units of general education coursework which includes a minimum of three semester or four quarter units in each of the areas specified in paragraphs (A), (B) and (C) and the same minimum in each part of paragraph (D).  The remainder of the unit requirement is also to be selected from among these four divisions of learning or as determined by local option:
(A)  Natural Sciences.  Courses in the natural sciences are those which examine the physical universe, its life forms, and its natural phenomena.  To satisfy the general education requirement in natural sciences, a course shall be designed to help the student develop an appreciation and understanding of the scientific method, and encourage an understanding of the relationships between science and other human activities.  This category would include introductory or integrative courses in astronomy, biology, chemistry, general physical science, geology, meteorology, oceanography, physical geography, physical anthropology, physics and other scientific disciplines.
(B)  Social and Behavioral Sciences. Courses in the social and behavioral sciences are those which focus on people as members of society. To satisfy the general education requirement in social and behavioral sciences, a course shall be designed to develop an awareness of the method of inquiry used by the social and behavioral sciences. It shall be designed to stimulate critical thinking about the ways people act and have acted in response to their societies and should promote appreciation of how societies and social subgroups operate.  This category would include introductory or integrative survey courses in cultural anthropology, cultural geography, economics, history, political science, psychology, sociology and related disciplines.
(C)  Humanities. Courses in the humanities are those which study the cultural activities and artistic expressions of human beings.  To satisfy the general education requirement in the humanities, a course shall be designed to help the student develop an awareness of the ways in which people throughout the ages and in different cultures have responded to themselves and the world around them in artistic and cultural creation and help the student develop aesthetic understanding and an ability to make value judgments.  Such courses could include introductory or integrative courses in the arts, foreign languages, literature, philosophy, and religion.
(D)  Language and Rationality. Courses in language and rationality are those which develop for the student the principles and applications of language toward logical thought, clear and precise expression and critical evaluation of communication in whatever symbol system the student uses.  Such courses include:  
(i)  To include both expository and argumentative writing.
(ii)  Communication and Analytical Thinking. Courses fulfilling the communication and analytical thinking requirement include oral communication, mathematics, logic, statistics, computer languages and programming, and related disciplines.
 (3)  Ethnic Studies will be offered in at least one of the areas required by subdivision (2).
 (c)  While a course might satisfy more than one general education requirement, it may not be counted more than once for these purposes. A course may be used to satisfy both a general education requirement and a major or area of emphasis requirement.  Whether it may be counted again for a different degree requirement is a matter for each college to determine.  Students may use the same course to meet a general education requirement for the associate degree and to partially satisfy a general education requirement at the California State University, if such course is accepted by that system to satisfy a general education requirement.
(d) For the purpose of this section, "satisfactorily completed" means either credit earned on a "pass-no pass" basis or a grade point average of 2.0 or better in community college credit courses in the curriculum upon which the degree is based.
(Comment:  Section 55070 is a new section which describes various types of credit certificates and the type of approval required to authorize them.)
§ 55070.  Credit Certificates.
(a) Any sequence of courses consisting of 18 or more semester units or 27 or more quarter units of degree-applicable credit coursework shall constitute an educational program subject to approval by the Chancellor pursuant to section 55130.  The college-awarded document confirming that a student has completed such a program shall be known as a certificate of achievement and may not be given any other designation.  The award of a certificate of achievement is intended to represent more than an accumulation of units.  Listing of the certificate of achievement on a student transcript symbolizes successful completion of patterns of learning experiences designed to develop certain capabilities that may be oriented to career or general education.  For purposes of this subdivision, the term "general education" includes coursework taken to satisfy transfer patterns established by the University of California, the California State University, or accredited public postsecondary institutions in adjacent states which award the baccalaureate degree.
(b)  Shorter credit programs leading to a certificate may be established without review and approval by the Chancellor after approval by the college curriculum committee and the district governing board.  Such a certificate may be given any name or designation deemed appropriate by the district governing board, except that such a certificate may not be referred to as a certificate of achievement, a certificate of completion, or a certificate of competency, unless approved by the Chancellor pursuant to subdivision (c). Such a certificate may not be listed on a student's transcript, unless approved by the Chancellor pursuant to subdivision (c).
(c)  A district may submit any sequence of courses consisting of 12 or more semester units or 18 or more quarter units of degree-applicable credit coursework to the Chancellor and request that it be approved as a program leading to a certificate of achievement.  The Chancellor may approve such a program if he or she determines that it satisfies the requirements of subdivision (a) despite requiring fewer than 18 semester or 27 quarter units of degree-applicable credit coursework.
(d)  Content and assessment standards for certificates shall be defined by the local curriculum committee and comply with the requirements of this chapter.  Such standards should also ensure that certificate programs will be consistent with the mission of the college, meet a demonstrated need, be feasible, and adhere to guidelines on academic integrity which may be developed by the Chancellor, the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges or other appropriate statewide bodies.
(e)  A description of each approved program shall be included in the college catalog. 
(f)  The Chancellor shall develop forms and procedures for submission of applications for approval of a program leading to a certificate of achievement.
(g) Provisions of this section regarding the naming or designation of certificates shall become effective for the Fall 2008 term.  
(Comment:  Section 55080 requires local adoption of comprehensive plans and defines their contents.  It combines language now appearing in sections 55401, 55402 and 55404.  The only substantive change is to eliminate the current requirement for annually updating plans and to provide instead that plans shall be updated periodically as deemed necessary by the governing board.) 
§ 55080.  Adoption and Content of Plans.
(a)  The governing board of each community college district shall establish policies for, and approve, current and long range educational plans and programs for each community college which it maintains and for the district as a whole.
(b)  Each plan shall be modified and brought up to date periodically as deemed necessary by the governing board.
(c)  Each plan shall contain the educational objectives of the community college or district and the future plans for transfer programs, career technical programs, noncredit courses and programs, and remedial and developmental programs.  On the basis of current and future enrollment, it shall contain plans for the development and expansion of ancillary services, including services in the library and for counseling, placement, and financial aid.
(Comment:  New section 55100 replaces the current section of the same number.  It is substantially revised to reflect the enactment of AB 1943 (Stats. 2006, ch. 817) requiring the Board to adopt regulations allowing for local approval of stand-alone courses.)
§ 55100.  Course Approval.
(a)  The governing board of each community college district shall establish policies for, and may approve individual degree-applicable credit courses which are offered as part of an educational program approved by the Chancellor pursuant to section 55130. Such courses need not be separately approved by the Chancellor.  
(b)  Effective for courses to be offered beginning in Fall 2007, a community college district may, until December 31, 2012, approve and offer nondegree-applicable credit courses and degree-applicable credit courses which are not part of an approved educational program without separate approval by the Chancellor, provided that the district continuously complies with the following requirements: 
(1)  the college curriculum committee and district governing board have approved each such course pursuant to section 55002;  
(2)  the district submits a certification by September 30th of each year verifying that the persons who will serve on the curriculum committee and others who will be involved in the curriculum approval process at each college within the district for that academic year have received training consistent with guidelines prescribed by the Chancellor on the review and approval of courses not part of educational programs;  
(3)  no course which has previously been denied separate approval by the Chancellor or is part of a program that has been disapproved by the Chancellor may be offered pursuant to this subdivision unless the proposed course has been modified to adequately address the reasons for denial and has been subsequently reapproved by the college curriculum committee and district governing board;
(4)  no group of courses approved pursuant to this subdivision which total 18 or more semester units or 27 or more quarter units in a single four-digit Taxonomy of Programs code may be linked to one another by means of prerequisites or corequisites;  
(5)  no student may be permitted to count 18 or more semester units or 27 or more quarter units of coursework approved pursuant to this subdivision toward satisfying the requirements for a certificate or other document evidencing completion of an educational program or towards a major or area of emphasis for completion of an associate degree; and
(6)  the district promptly reports all courses approved pursuant to this subdivision to the Chancellor through the Chancellor's Office Management Information System.
(c)  The Chancellor may, at any time, terminate the ability of a district to offer courses pursuant to subdivision (b) if he or she determines that a district has failed to comply with all of the conditions set forth in that subdivision.  In that event, the district will become immediately subject to the requirements of subdivision (d). 
(d)  Effective January 1, 2013, or earlier if so required by subdivision (c), the governing board of each community college district shall separately submit for approval by the Chancellor all nondegree-applicable credit courses and individual degree-applicable credit courses which are not part of any approved educational program.
(Comment:  Section 55130, which addresses approval of credit educational programs, is amended to clarify elements required in the application and to make editorial changes.) 
§ 55130.  Approval of Credit Programs.
(a)  Before offering any credit course as part of an educational program at a college, the governing board of a district shall obtain approval of the educational program from the Chancellor in accordance with the provisions of this article. Approval shall be requested on forms provided by the Chancellor.
(b)  The application for approval shall contain at least the following:
(1)  The name of the proposed program.
(2)  The description of the proposed program.
(3) a list of required courses to be included in the program.
(4) course outlines of records for all courses in the program.  
(5)  The purposes and specific objectives of the proposed program.
(6)  The place of the proposed program in the district master plan.
(7)  An explanation of how the program is appropriate to the objectives and conditions of higher education and community college education in California and how it conforms to statewide master planning.
(8)  The need for the proposed program ascertained with regard to at least the following factors:
(A)  Other community colleges in the area currently offering the program;
(B)  Other programs closely related to the proposed program offered by the college;
(C)  Relation of the proposed program to job market analysis, where applicable;
(D)  Enrollment projection for the proposed program;
(E)  Recommendations of career technical education regional consortia, when applicable; and 
(F)  The classification of the courses in the program in accordance with section 55001.
(9)  The need for and present adequacy of the following resources shall be determined in relation to the proposed program:
(A)  Library and media center resources;
(B)  Facilities and equipment required to initiate and sustain the program. If a new facility is to be used, reference should be made to the five-year master plan.
(C)  Availability of adequate or proposed financial support; and 
(D)  Availability of faculty.
(c)  The development, establishment and evaluation of an education program shall include representative faculty involvement.
(d)  An approval is effective until the program or implementation of the program is discontinued or modified in any substantial way. The Chancellor may evaluate an educational program, after its approval, on the basis of factors listed in this section. If on the basis of such an evaluation the Chancellor determines that an educational program should no longer be offered, the Chancellor may terminate the approval and determine the effective date of termination.
(e)  In multicollege districts, program approval is granted for a specific college.
(Comment:  Section 55150, which deals with approval of noncredit courses and programs, is substantially similar to the version of this section adopted as emergency regulations by the Board of Governors in January 2007.  The only significant change is language added to subdivision (b) which provides that the approval of a noncredit program remains in effect until the program is substantially modified and describes circumstances under which the Chancellor may terminate program approval.  This language is borrowed from section 55130 which already applies these rules to approval of credit programs.) 
§ 55150.  Approval of Noncredit Courses and Programs.
(a) Each noncredit course shall be approved by the Chancellor in accordance with this article on forms provided by the Chancellor. 
(b)  Noncredit programs shall be approved by the Chancellor as provided in sections 55152, 55153 and 55154 on forms provided by the Chancellor.  An approval is effective until the program or implementation of the program is discontinued or modified in any substantial way. The Chancellor may evaluate a noncredit program, after its approval, on the basis of factors listed in sections 55152, 55153 or 55154, as applicable. If on the basis of such an evaluation the Chancellor determines that the program should no longer be offered, the Chancellor may terminate the approval and determine the effective date of termination.
(c)  Course outlines for all noncredit courses prepared in accordance with subdivision (c) of section 55002 shall be on file in the community college offering the course.
(d)  Authorities of each community college maintaining noncredit courses shall keep such current records and reports as may be required by the Chancellor.
(e)  In order to be eligible for enhanced funding pursuant to Education Code sections 84750.5 and 84760.5, a career development or college preparation noncredit course must be part of a program or sequence of courses approved by the Chancellor pursuant to sections 55151 or 55152.
(Comment:  Section 55151, which deals with approval of noncredit programs and course sequences for enhanced funding, is similar to section 55151 as adopted by the Board of Governors in January 2007.  The only differences are language coordinating this section with new section 55152 on vocational programs of more than 288 hours in length.  New subdivisions (h) through (l) have been added to more clearly define what is meant by the two different types of certificates and how they are to be approved and awarded.  A provision is also added which would "sunset" this section on June 30, 2008.  This is being done to allow for the possibility that future legislation may eliminate the requirement that all programs or sequences of courses eligible for enhanced funding must lead to a certificate.)
§ 55151.  Career Development and College Preparation.
A noncredit course involving career development or college preparation will be eligible for enhanced funding pursuant to Education Code sections 84750.5 and 84760.5 if it satisfies the requirements set forth in subdivisions (a), (b) and (c) below.  
(a)  The course is approved by the college curriculum committee and the district governing board pursuant to subdivision (c) of section 55002 and by the Chancellor's Office pursuant to section 55150 and is part of either:  
(1)  A short-term vocational program providing less than 288 hours of instruction which the Chancellor, in consultation with the Employment Development Department, has determined to have high employment potential.  In making this determination, the Chancellor shall utilize job demand data provided by the Employment Development Department. If current job demand data in the relevant field is not available from the Employment Development Department, the Chancellor and the Employment Development Department may rely upon other data submitted by the college.  
(2)  A sequence of courses involving:  
(A)  Courses in elementary and secondary basic skills;
(B)  Workforce preparation courses in the basic skills of speaking, listening, reading, writing, mathematics, decision-making, and problem solving skills that are necessary to participate in job-specific technical training; or
(C)  Courses in English as a second language and vocational English as a second language.
(b)  The program or sequence of courses is designed to result in either:
(1)  A noncredit certificate of completion leading to improved employability or job opportunities; or  
(2)  A noncredit certificate of competency in a recognized career field articulated with degree-applicable coursework, completion of an associate degree or transfer to a baccalaureate institution.  A certificate of competency in a recognized career field may be articulated with degree-applicable coursework, an associate degree, or transfer to a baccalaureate institution by means of nondegree-applicable coursework which may be completed prior to or taken concurrently with degree-applicable or transferable coursework.
(c)  Each program or sequence of courses must be submitted to and approved by the Chancellor.  Each application for approval shall include a list of required courses to be included in the program or sequence of courses, course outlines for each course, and an explanation of how the program or sequence of courses is designed to lead students to one of the outcomes described in subdivision (b).  For short-term vocational programs, the application shall also include an analysis of labor market need or job availability.
(d)  The Chancellor shall develop forms and procedures for electronic submission of applications for approval.  
(e)  If the Chancellor approves a sequence of courses or a short-term vocational program pursuant to this section, the sequence of courses or program may not be subsequently modified by the inclusion of additional courses unless the course or courses to be added are of one of the types listed in subdivision (a) and have themselves been individually approved by the Chancellor pursuant to section 55150.
(f)  Under no circumstances may a district separate an existing noncredit course which provides less than one hundred and ten (110) hours of instruction into two or more courses for the purpose of forming a sequence of courses to satisfy the requirements of this section.
(g)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a particular student from taking additional degree-applicable coursework, pursuing an associate degree, or pursuing transfer to a baccalaureate institution in addition to or instead of seeking immediate employment.
(h)  For purposes of this article, the term "certificate of completion" means a document confirming that a student has completed a program or sequence of noncredit courses that prepares him or her to progress in a career path or to undertake degree-applicable or nondegree-applicable credit courses.  The document must include the name of the certificate and the date awarded, be identified by a Taxonomy of Programs (T.O.P.) Code number and program discipline, identify the goal of the program, and list the courses completed by the student. 
(i)  For purposes of this article, the term "certificate of competency" means a document confirming that a student enrolled in a program or sequence of noncredit courses has demonstrated achievement of a set of competencies that prepares him or her to progress in a career path or to undertake degree-applicable or nondegree-applicable credit courses.  The document must include the name of the certificate and the date awarded, be identified by a T.O.P. Code number and program discipline, and list the relevant competencies achieved by the student. 
(j)  Content and assessment standards for certificates shall be defined by the local curriculum committee.  The review of noncredit certificate programs by the curriculum committee shall be conducted using the same standards as applied to credit programs with respect to academic integrity, consistency with college mission, meeting a demonstrated need and program feasibility.
(k)  Each noncredit certificate program shall be approved by the governing board of the district.
(l)  Noncredit certificates may be awarded to students who have earned them on behalf of the governing board of the district by any appropriate district official or by a particular department or division pursuant to a delegation of authority from the governing board. 
(m) this section shall become inoperative on June 30, 2008.
Note:  Authority cited:  Sections 66700, 70901, 78401 and 84760.5, Education Code.  
Reference:  Sections 70901, 70902, 78401, 84750.5 and 84760.5, Education Code.
(Comment:  This new section 55152 addresses approval of short-term vocational programs involving 288 hours or more of instruction.) 
§ 55152.  Short-term Vocational Programs Providing 288 Hours or More of Instruction.
(a)  Before offering any noncredit short-term vocational program providing 288 hours or more of instruction on or after June 30, 2008, the governing board of a community college district shall obtain approval of the program pursuant to this section.  Each course which is to be part of the program must be approved by the college curriculum committee pursuant to subdivision (c) of section 55002. 
(b)  The Chancellor, in consultation with the Employment Development Department, must determine that the program has high employment potential.  In making this determination, the Chancellor shall utilize job demand data provided by the Employment Development Department.  If current job demand data in the relevant field is not available from the Employment Development Department, the Chancellor and the Employment Development Department may rely upon other data submitted by the college.
(c)  If a district seeks to claim enhanced funding for the program pursuant to Education Code sections 84750.5 and 84760.5, the program must also be designed to lead to one of the types of certificates described in subdivision (b) of section 55151. 
(d)  Applications shall include all of the following:
(1)  a list of required courses to be included in the program; 
(2)  course outlines for all courses in the program;  
(3)  a statement of the goals and objectives of the program;
(4)  a description of the relationship of the proposed program to other programs;
(5)  a discussion of the possible impact of the proposed program on nearby community colleges; and 
(6)  an analysis of labor market need or job availability.
(e)  The Chancellor shall develop forms and procedures for review and approval of such programs.  If a program was approved pursuant to section 55151 prior to June 30, 2007, information provided with the prior application need not be resubmitted.
(f)  If a program is approved by the Chancellor pursuant to this section, the program may be subsequently modified by the addition of other noncredit courses without the necessity to obtain separate approval of such courses from the Chancellor.
(g)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a particular student to complete a certificate or to characterize failure to do so as a negative outcome.
(h)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a particular student from taking additional degree-applicable coursework, pursuing an associate degree, or pursuing transfer to a baccalaureate institution in addition to or instead of seeking immediate employment.
Note:  Authority cited:  sections 66700, 70901, 78401 and 84760.5, Education Code.  Reference:  Sections 70901, 70902, 78401, 84750.5 and 84760.5, Education Code. 
(Comment:  This new section 55153 establishes a process for approval of other types of noncredit programs of more than 288 hours in length which are not eligible for enhanced noncredit funding.) 
§ 55153.  Other Noncredit Programs Providing 288 Hours or More of Instruction.
(a)  Before offering any noncredit program on or after June 30, 2008, which provides 288 hours or more of instruction in any area of noncredit instruction other than those covered by sections 55152 and 55154, the governing board of a community college district shall obtain approval of the program pursuant to this section.  Each course which is to be part of the program must be approved by the college curriculum committee pursuant to subdivision (c) of section 55002. 
(b)  Applications shall include all of the following:
(1)  a list of courses to be included in the program; 
(2)  course outlines for all courses in the program;  
(3)  documentation of the need or demand for the program;
(4)  a statement of the goals and objectives of the program;
(5)  a description of the relationship of the proposed program to other programs; and 
(6)  a discussion of the possible impact of the proposed program on nearby colleges. 
(c)  A community college district may submit to the Chancellor for approval any noncredit program providing 288 hours or more of instruction in an area not described in section 55152 or subdivision (a) of this section.  The Chancellor may approve such programs if he or she determines that the program would satisfy the requirements of this section. 
(d)  The Chancellor shall develop forms and procedures for review and approval of programs submitted for approval pursuant to this section.
(e)  If a program is approved by the Chancellor pursuant to this section, the program may be subsequently modified by the addition of other noncredit courses without the necessity to obtain separate approval of such courses from the Chancellor.
(f)  A district may, but is not required to, award a noncredit certificate pursuant to section 55155 to students who complete such a program, provided that such a certificate may not be designated or referred to as a certificate of achievement, a certificate of completion or a certificate of competency.
(Comment:  New section 55154 addresses requirements for high school diploma programs.  It is substantially similar to the language on this subject proposed at the outset of the discussion of the emergency regulations on enhanced noncredit funding in Fall 2006.  The most significant change is that the provision requiring use of the high school exit exam has been eliminated.  Language specifying particular courses required to be included in a high school diploma program has also been removed and a sentence listing examples of alternative means of satisfying program requirements has been deleted from subdivision (c)(6).)
§ 55154.  Adult High School Diploma Programs.
(a) Before offering any noncredit course as part of a high school diploma program on or after June 30, 2008, the governing board of a community college district shall obtain approval of its high school diploma program as provided in section 55150.
(b) For purposes of this section, the term “high school diploma program” means an organized sequence of noncredit courses designed to meet the needs of adult learners which leads to a high school diploma which is awarded by the community college district or jointly by the district and a high school.
(c)  The application for approval shall include all of the following:  
(1) A statement that both the local curriculum committee(s) and the district governing board have reviewed and approved the high school diploma program.
(2) Information demonstrating that there exists demand for the college to offer a high school diploma program for adult learners in the area.
(3) Course content standards that meet or exceed the standards for the high school curriculum established by the California State Board of Education and that ensure that students will be able to demonstrate levels of knowledge, skills, abilities and competency comparable to students in comprehensive secondary school programs.
(4) Comprehensive descriptions of program organization, instructional support services, student services, facilities and ongoing staffing efforts to demonstrate that the district has the resources to maintain the high school diploma program.
(5) A copy of the proposed catalog description.
(6) Requirements or conditions by which a student can obtain high school credit by examination or by successfully completing college degree-applicable or nondegree-applicable credit course work and any alternative means for students to complete the prescribed course of study. 
(7) A description of the student assessment procedures for academic placement in the program and a description of how the district will evaluate student progress.
(d) Once a program is approved by the Chancellor pursuant to this section, the program may be subsequently modified by the addition of other noncredit courses without the necessity to obtain separate approval of such courses from the Chancellor.
(e) Notwithstanding the requirements of subdivision (c), any student enrolled in a high school diploma program prior to December 1, 2007, may receive a high school diploma based on completion of the curriculum required for the program as set forth in the college catalog in effect at the time the student first enrolled in the program; provided the student remains continuously enrolled without a break of more than one term subsequent to the Fall 2007 term.
(f) In order for a high school diploma program to qualify for enhanced noncredit funding pursuant to Education Code sections 84750.5 and 84760.5, the application for approval must satisfy the requirements of section 55151. 
(Comment:  Section 55155 is a new section describing rules applicable to approval of noncredit certificates.)
§ 55155.  Noncredit Certificates.
(a)  Any noncredit program leading to a certificate must be approved by the college curriculum committee and the district governing board and all courses in the program must be individually approved by the Chancellor pursuant to section 55150, except where a course is subsequently added to a program after it is approved by the Chancellor pursuant to sections 55152, 55153 or 55154.  
(b) All programs or sequences of courses leading to a noncredit certificate of completion or competency are subject to approval by the Chancellor pursuant to sections 55151 or 55152.
(c)  If a district does not seek enhanced funding for a program or sequence of noncredit courses, or the program or sequence of courses does not qualify for enhanced funding pursuant to section 55151, a noncredit certificate program may be established by the district without approval by the Chancellor except as required in sections 55152, 55153 or 55154.  A district may award a noncredit certificate to a student completing such a program, but may not designate or refer to it as a certificate of completion or a certificate of competency.
(d)  A noncredit certificate may not be referred to as a certificate of achievement regardless of its length or whether or not it has been approved by the Chancellor.
(e)  A description of each approved program shall be included in the college catalog. 
(f) Provisions of this section regarding the naming or designation of certificates shall become effective for the Fall 2008 term.  
(Comment:  Section 55170 is similar to the current section of the same number which it replaces, but confusing language concerning circumstances when contract courses and/or contracts themselves might need to be approved by the Chancellor have been removed.) 
§ 55170.  Contract Courses.
(a)  Any course approved pursuant to section 55002 may be offered by a college through contract education pursuant to Education Code section 78021.  Approval of such a contract course may be required by other state agencies, but approval by the Chancellor is not required unless the course is part of a credit educational program subject to approval pursuant to section 55130 or is a noncredit course subject to approval pursuant to article 2 of this subchapter.  
(b)  The approval of the Chancellor is not required for any contract except for vocational education contracts pursuant to subchapter 7. 

(Comment: This new section 55200 defines distance education.  It is similar to current section 55205 which it replaces, except that language now appearing in the guidelines is added to clarify that a course or course section is considered to be delivered by distance education if at least 51 percent of the hours of instruction occur at a distance.)
§ 55200.  Definition and Application.
Distance education means instruction in which the instructor and student are separated by distance and interact through the assistance of communication technology. All distance education is subject to the general requirements of this chapter as well as the specific requirements of this article.  In addition, instruction provided as distance education is subject to the requirements that may be imposed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12100 et seq.) and section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. § 794d).
(Comment:  Section 55202 discusses course quality standards for distance education.  It combines language now found in sections 55207 and 55209 which it replaces.  Language is added to clarify that normal course quality standards apply to any portion of a course conducted through distance education.)  
§ 55202.  Course Quality Standards.
The same standards of course quality shall be applied to any portion of a course conducted through distance education as are applied to traditional classroom courses, in regard to the course quality judgment made pursuant to the requirements of section 55002, and in regard to any local course quality determination or review process.  Determinations and judgments about the quality of distance education under the course quality standards shall be made with the full involvement of faculty in accordance with the provisions of subchapter 2 (commencing with section 53200) of chapter 2. 
(Comment:  Section 55204, which requires regular instructor contact, is virtually identical to section 55211 which it replaces, except that language has been added to clarify that rules related to conduct of distance education and effective instructor contact apply to any portion of a course conducted through distance education.) 
§ 55204.  Instructor Contact.
In addition to the requirements of section 55002 and any locally established requirements applicable to all courses, district governing boards shall ensure that:  
(a)  Any portion of a course conducted through distance education includes regular effective contact between instructor and students, through group or individual meetings, orientation and review sessions, supplemental seminar or study sessions, field trips, library workshops, telephone contact, correspondence, voice mail, e-mail, or other activities.  Regular effective contact is an academic and professional matter pursuant to sections 53200 et seq.
(b)  Any portion of a course provided through distance education is conducted consistent with guidelines issued by the Chancellor pursuant to section 409 of the Procedures and Standing Orders of the Board of Governors.
(Comment:  Section 55206, which requires separate approval of distance education courses, is similar to section 55213 which it replaces, but it is revised to clarify that separate approval is required if any portion of the instruction in a course or course section is designed to be provided through distance education in lieu of face-to-face interaction.)
§ 55206.  Separate Course Approval.
If any portion of the instruction in a proposed or existing course or course section is designed to be provided through distance education in lieu of face-to-face interaction between instructor and student, the course shall be separately reviewed and approved according to the district's adopted course approval procedures.
(Comment:  Section 55210, which addresses ongoing district responsibility for distance education, is virtually identical to current section 55219 which it replaces, except that language is added to clarify that the requirements of this section apply only where distance education is used for 51 percent or more of the instruction in a course or course section.)
§ 55210.  Ongoing Responsibility of Districts.
If a district offers one or more courses or course sections in which instruction is provided through distance education for at least 51 percent of the hours of instruction in the course or course section, the district shall:
(a)  maintain records and report data through the Chancellor's Office Management Information System on the number of students and faculty participating in new courses or sections of established courses offered through distance education ;
(b)  provide to the local governing board, no later than August 31st of each year, a report on all distance education activity;
(c)  provide other information consistent with reporting guidelines developed by the Chancellor pursuant to section 409 of the Procedures and Standing Orders of the Board of Governors.
(Comment:  This new section 55220 addresses conduct of excursions or field trips.  It is substantially similar to section 55450 which it replaces.  Language has been added to permit colleges to use grant or categorical program funds or funds of an auxiliary organization to pay for student expenses while on a field trip or excursion if allowed by the funding source.  Provisions restricting field trips or excursions where a student cannot afford to participate are clarified by specifying that these provisions do not apply to study abroad programs and relate only to field trips or excursions which are integral to completion of a course.  Outdated K-12 language is removed and other editorial and clarifying changes are made.)    
§ 55220.  Excursions and Field Trips.
(a)  The governing board of a community college district may:
(1)  Conduct field trips or excursions in connection with courses of instruction or instructionally-related social, educational, cultural, athletic, or band activities to and from places in the state, or any other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country for students enrolled in a college.  A field trip or excursion to and from a foreign country may be permitted to familiarize students with the language, history, geography, natural sciences, and other studies relative to the district's course of study for the students.
(2)  Engage instructors, supervisors, and other personnel who desire to contribute their services over and above the normal period for which they are employed by the district, if necessary, and provide equipment and supplies for the field trip or excursion.
(3)  Transport students, instructors, supervisors or other personnel to and from places in the state, any other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country where the excursion or field trip is being conducted.  Transportation may be provided by use of district equipment, by contracting with a transportation provider, or by arranging transportation by the use of other equipment.  When district equipment is used, the governing board shall secure liability insurance, and if travel is to and from a foreign country, the liability insurance shall be secured from a carrier licensed to transact insurance business in the foreign country.
(4)  Provide supervision of students involved in field trips or excursions by academic employees of the district.
(b)  No student shall be prevented from taking a field trip or excursion which is integral to the completion of a course because of lack of sufficient funds. To this end the governing board shall coordinate efforts of community service groups to supply funds for students in need of them.
(c)  No group shall be permitted to take a field trip or excursion which is integral to the completion of a course if any student who is a member of such an identifiable group will be excluded from participation in the field trip or excursion because of lack of sufficient funds.  Nothing in this subdivision or subdivision (b) shall be construed to prevent a district from offering a study abroad course or program because a particular student or group of students is unable to participate in the course or program due to lack of funds. 
(d)  Expenses of students participating in a field trip or excursion authorized by this section may not be paid with public funds, except where:
(1)  the expenditure is authorized pursuant to subdivision (a); or 
(2)  funds from a state or federal grant or categorical program are used consistent with the statutory, regulatory or contractual conditions applicable to the expenditure of such funds.
(e)  For purposes of subdivision (d), funds of an auxiliary organization duly established pursuant to education Code section 72670 et seq. shall not be considered to be public funds.  
(f)  Expenses of instructors, chaperons, and other personnel participating in a field trip or excursion authorized by this section may be paid from district funds, and the district may pay from district funds all incidental expenses for the use of district equipment during a field trip or excursion authorized by this section.
(g)  The attendance or participation of a student in a field trip or excursion authorized by this section may be claimed for apportionment to the extent that the field trip or excursion is part of a course.  However, attendance claimed for apportionment as a result of a field trip or excursion shall be limited to the amount of attendance that would have accrued had the students not been engaged in the field trip or excursion.  No more contact hours shall be generated by a field trip or excursion than if the class were held on campus.
(h)  All persons making the field trip or excursion shall be deemed to have waived all claims against the district or the State of California for injury, accident, illness, or death occurring during or by reason of the field trip or excursion.  All adults taking out-of-state field trips or excursions and all parents or guardians of minor students taking out-of-state field trips or excursions shall sign a statement waiving such claims.
Note:  Authority cited:  Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code.  Reference:  Section 70901, Education Code.
(Comment:  Section 55232, which addresses academic standards for independent study courses, is almost identical to section 55320 which it replaces.  The only difference is the added reference to noncredit courses.  The repeal of sections 55316 and 55316.5 (which currently restrict the types of courses which can be offered through independent study) means that any noncredit course may be offered in this modality, so it is necessary to ensure that such courses will conform with academic standards otherwise applicable to noncredit courses.) 
§ 55232.  Academic Standards.
Academic standards applicable to courses of independent study shall be the same as those applied to other credit or noncredit courses, as appropriate, at the college.
(Comment:  Section 55250.6, which authorizes work experience outside district boundaries, is amended to eliminate any implication that this applies only in contiguous districts.  Language now appearing in section 55250.7 concerning part-time jobs outside the district is moved to this section to combine it with material related to the same subject.)
§ 55250.6.  Work Experience in Contiguous Areas Outside of District.
The governing board of any community college district may provide for the establishment and supervision of work-experience education programs providing part-time jobs for students in areas outside the district.
(Comment:  Section 55250.7 currently addresses three topics--work experience outside of the district, wages, and provision of workers' compensation insurance.  The section is amended to eliminate language regarding the first topic so it can be incorporated into section 55250.6 which already addresses employment outside the district.) 
§ 55250.7.  Employment of Pupils in Part-Time Jobs Located Outside the District Wages and Workers' Compensation.
The governing board of any community college district providing work-experience and work-study education may provide for employment under such program of students in part-time jobs located in areas outside the district and such employment may be by any public or private employer.  Such districts may pay wages to persons receiving such training whether assigned within or without the district, except that no payments may be to or for private employers, and .  Districts may provide workers’ compensation insurance for students in work experience as may be necessary.
(Comment: Section 55252, which describes types of cooperative work experience, is amended to eliminate reference to "parallel" and "alternate" plans because these distinctions are no longer relevant.)
§ 55252.  Types of Cooperative Work Experience Education.
(a) Cooperative Work Experience Education is a district-initiated and district-controlled program of education consisting of the following types:
(1) (a) General Work Experience Education is supervised employment which is intended to assist students in acquiring desirable work habits, attitudes and career awareness. The work experience need not be related to the students' educational goals.
(2) (b) Occupational Work Experience Education is supervised employment extending classroom based occupational learning at an on-the-job learning station relating to the students' educational or occupational goal.
(b) Participation may be under either of the following formats:
(1) A Parallel Plan is a form of Cooperative Work Experience Education designed to offer students the opportunity to attend college classes and earn college credit for concurrent learning on the job as specified in section 55254.
(2) An Alternate Plan is a form of Cooperative Work Experience Education designed to offer students opportunities alternately to attend college and work as stipulated in the district plan.
(Comment:  Section 55253, which discusses awarding credit for cooperative work experience, is amended to eliminate reference to "parallel" and "alternate" plans because these distinctions are no longer relevant.)
§ 55253.  College Credit.
For the satisfactory completion of all types of Cooperative Work Experience Education, students may earn up to a total of 16 semester credit hours or 24 quarter credit hours, subject to the following limitations:
(a) General Work Experience Education.
(1) Under the Parallel Plan, a maximum of three credit hours per semester or five credit hours per quarter may be earned up to a total of six semester credit hours or nine quarter credit hours.
(2) Under the Alternate Plan a,  A maximum of six semester credit hours or nine quarter credit hours may be earned in general work experience education.
(b) Occupational Work Experience Education.
(1) Under the Parallel Plan, a maximum of four credit hours per semester or six credit hours per quarter may be earned up to a total of 16 semester or 24 quarter credit hours.
(2) Under the Alternate Plan a,  A maximum of eight credit hours may be earned in occupational work experience education during one enrollment period up to a total of 16 semester or 24 quarter credit hours.
(Comment:  Section 55502, which sets forth definitions for the subchapter on matriculation, is amended by deleting the definition of "pre-collegiate basic skills courses."  The term has been changed to nondegree-applicable basic skills and the definition has been moved to section 55000.) 
§ 55502.  Definitions.
For purposes of this Chapter subchapter, the following definitions shall apply:
(a)  "Matriculation" means a process that brings a college and a student who enrolls for credit into an agreement for the purpose of realizing the student's educational goal through the college's established programs, policies, and requirements.  This agreement is to be implemented by means of the student's individual educational plan developed pursuant to Ssection 55525.
(b)  "Assessment" means the process of gathering information about individual students to facilitate student success. Assessment shall include, but is not limited to, information regarding the student's study skills, English language proficiency, computational skills, aptitudes, goals, learning skills, career aspirations, academic performance, and need for special services. Assessment involves the collection of such information at any time before or after enrollment, except that the process of assigning a grade by an instructor shall not be considered part of the assessment process. Once a grade has been assigned and recorded in on a student's transcript, it can be used in the assessment process.
(c)  "Assessment instruments, methods, or procedures" means one or more assessment instruments, assessment methods, or assessment procedures, or any combination thereof. These include, but are not limited to, interviews, standardized tests, holistic scoring processes, attitude surveys, vocational or career aptitude and interest inventories, high school or college transcripts, specialized certificates or licenses, educational histories and other measures of performance. The term "assessment instruments, methods, or procedures" also includes assessment procedures such as the identification of test scores which measure particular skill levels, the administrative process by which students are referred for assessment, the manner in which assessment sessions are conducted, the manner in which assessment results are made available, and the length of time required before such results are available.
(d)  "Pre-collegiate basic skills courses" are those courses in reading, writing, computation, and English as a Second Language which are designated by the community college district as nondegree credit courses pursuant to Section 55002(b).
(e)  "Disproportionate impact" occurs when the percentage of persons from a particular racial, ethnic, gender, age or disability group who are directed to a particular service or placement based on an assessment instrument, method, or procedure is significantly different from the representation of that group in the population of persons being assessed, and that discrepancy is not justified by empirical evidence demonstrating that the assessment instrument, method or procedure is a valid and reliable predictor of performance in the relevant educational setting.
(f) (e)  "Exemption" means waiving or deferring a student's participation in orientation, assessment, counseling, or advisement required pursuant to Subsections subdivisions (b),(c), and (f) of Ssection 55520.
(g) (f)  "Matriculation services" are those services listed in Ssection 55520.
(h) (g)  "Matriculation practices" means one or more instruments, methods, or procedures, or any combination thereof, used in providing any of the matriculation services listed in Ssection 55520.
(i) (h)  "Student" means a person enrolled in at lease one credit course.
(j) (i)  "Orientation" is a process which acquaints students and potential students with college programs, services, facilities and grounds, academic expectations, and institutional procedures.
(k) (j)  "Student follow-up" is the process of monitoring a student's progress toward his or her educational goals and providing the student with appropriate advice based on the results of such monitoring.
Note:  Authority cited:  Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code.  Reference:  Sections 78212 and 78213, Education Code.
(Comment:  Section 55521, which lists prohibited matriculation practices, is amended to add a new subdivision (c) allowing for the use of specialized assessment instruments for nursing programs as authorized by Education Code section 78261.  Other technical, nonsubstantive changes are also made.)
§ 55521.  Prohibited Practices.
(a)  In implementing matriculation services, community college districts shall not, except as provided in subdivision (b), do any of the following:
(1)  use an assessment instrument which has not been approved by the Chancellor pursuant to Ssection 55524, except that the Chancellor may permit limited field-testing, under specified conditions, of new or alternative assessment instruments, where such instruments are not used for placement and are evaluated only in order to determine whether they should be added to the list of approved instruments;
(2)  use any assessment instrument in a manner or for a purpose other than that for which it was developed or has been otherwise validated;
(3)  use any single assessment instrument, method or procedure, by itself, for placement, required referral to appropriate services, or subsequent evaluation of any student; provided however that, in the case of assessment instruments, the use of two or more highly correlated instruments does not satisfy the requirement for use of multiple measures;
(4)  use any assessment instrument, method or procedure to exclude any person from admission to a community college;
(5)  use any assessment instrument, method or procedure for mandatory placement of a student in or exclusion from any particular course or educational program, except that districts may establish appropriate prerequisites pursuant to Ssections 55002 and 58106 55003 of Division 9 of this Part; or
(6)  use any matriculation practice which has the purpose or effect of subjecting any person to unlawful discrimination prohibited by Chapter subchapter 5 (commencing with Ssection 59300) of Division chapter 10 of this Part.
(b)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivisions (a)(1) and (2), assessment instruments approved by the Secretary of the United States Department of Education may be used to determine "ability to benefit" in the process of establishing a student's eligibility for federal financial aid pursuant to subdivision (d) of Ssection 1091 of Ttitle 20 of the United States Code.
(c)  Notwithstanding paragraphs (1), (2), (3) or (5) of subdivision (a) or the provisions of sections 55003 or 55524, a community college district may use an assessment test to select students for its nursing program, provided that: 
(1)  the district complies with all other provisions of this subchapter; 
(2)  the assessment instrument is used in conjunction with other assessment instruments, methods or procedures to select students for enrollment in the nursing program; and 
(3)  the Chancellor has determined that the assessment instrument predicts likelihood of success in nursing programs, has approved use of the assessment instrument for that purpose and has established statewide proficiency cut-off scores for that instrument pursuant to Education Code section 78261.    
(Comment:  Section 55701, which defines college and academic year, is amended to specify that a district may not adopt an academic calendar which results in less than 32 weeks of instruction during the primary terms or fewer hours of instruction per unit of credit than required by section 55002.5.  Other technical and clarifying changes are also made.) 
§ 55701.  College and Academic Year.
(a)  The "college year" begins on the first day of July and ends on the last day of June. The "academic year" means that portion of the college year during which the community college is maintained, which period shall include not less than the number of days required by regulations adopted by the Board of Governors 175 days of instruction as defined by section 58120.  The academic year does not include summer or other intersessions.
(b)  Under no circumstances may a district adopt an academic calendar which results in provision of less than 32 weeks of instruction (inclusive of days of final examination) during the primary terms of each academic year.  Nor may a district adopt an academic calendar which would result in fewer hours of instruction per unit of credit awarded than permitted pursuant to section 55002.5.
(Comment:  Section 55720, which addresses accountability requirements for colleges operating under a flexible calendar, is amended to clarify that no flexible calendar arrangement may result in an academic calendar which violates requirements of section 55701.) 
§ 55720.  Offering Classes Operating Under Flexible Calendar; Accountability of Employees Under Contract for 175 Days; Activities.
(a)  Subject to the approval of the Chancellor pursuant to section 55724, a community college district may designate an amount of time in each fiscal year for employees to conduct staff, student, and instructional improvement activities. These activities may be conducted at any time during the fiscal year. The time designated for these activities shall be known as "flexible time."
(b)  A district with an approved flexible calendar may designate as flexible time for an employee not more than 8.57 percent of that employee's contractual obligation for hours of classroom instruction which are eligible for state apportionments in that academic year, exclusive of any intersessions.
(c)  Under no circumstances may a district operate a flexible calendar program which results in an academic calendar which would be inconsistent with the requirements of subdivision (b) of section 55701. 
(Comment:  Section 58003.1, which defines the basic methods of attendance accounting, is amended to make technical and conforming changes.  In particular, subdivision (f)(2) is amended to reflect the repeal of sections 55316 and 55316.5 which will now allow any type of noncredit course to be offered through independent study.) 
§ 58003.1.  Full-time Equivalent Student; Computation.
(a)  Pursuant to the provisions of section 58051, the units of full-time equivalent student for apportionment purposes shall be computed for courses, including those delivered by distance education under article 3 (commencing with section 55205) of subchapter 1 1 (commencing with section 55200) of subchapter 3 of chapter 6, based on the type of course, the way the course is scheduled, and the length of the course.
(b)  The governing board of each community college district shall, for each of its colleges or its district, select and establish a single primary term length for credit courses that are scheduled regularly with respect to the number of days of the week and the number of hours the course meets each week, inclusive of holidays. The units of full-time equivalent student of credit courses scheduled coterminously with the term, exclusive of independent study and cooperative work-experience education courses, shall be computed by multiplying the student contact hours of active enrollment as of Monday of the weeks nearest to one-fifth of the length of the term, unless other weeks are specified by the Chancellor to incorporate past practice, by the term length multiplier, and divided by 525. The term length multiplier for attendance accounting purposes shall be determined in accordance with regulations of the Board of Governors this chapter, provided that the maximum multiplier for semester length terms shall be 17.5 and the maximum multiplier for quarter length terms shall be 11.67.
(c)  For credit courses scheduled to meet for five or more days and scheduled regularly with respect to the number of hours during each scheduled day, but not scheduled coterminously with the college's primary term established pursuant to subdivision (b), or scheduled during the summer or other intersession, the units of full-time equivalent student, exclusive of independent study and cooperative work-experience education courses, shall be computed by multiplying the daily student contact hours of active enrollment as of the census days nearest to one fifth of the length of the course by the number of days the course is scheduled to meet, and divided dividing by 525.
(d)  For credit courses scheduled to meet for fewer than five days, and all credit courses scheduled irregularly with respect to the number of days of the week and the number of hours the course meets on the scheduled days, the units of full-time equivalent student, exclusive of independent study and cooperative work-experience education courses, shall be computed by dividing actual student contact hours of attendance by 525.
(e)  For all open entry-open exit credit courses and for all noncredit courses otherwise eligible for state aid, the units of full-time equivalent student shall be computed by dividing actual student contact hours of attendance by 525.
(f)  For independent study and cooperative work-experience education courses:
(1)  For credit courses, for purposes of computing full-time equivalent student only, one weekly student contact hour shall be counted for each unit of credit for which a student is enrolled in one of those courses. The full-time equivalent student of those courses shall be computed by multiplying the units of credit for which students are enrolled as of the census day prescribed in subdivision (b) or (c), as appropriate, for the primary term or intersession and duration for which the course is scheduled, by the term length multiplier as provided for in subdivision (b), and dividing by 525.
(2)  For noncredit course sections conducted as distance education pursuant to section 55316.5 as independent study, for purposes of computing full-time equivalent student only, weekly student contact hours shall be derived by counting the total hours of instruction or programming received by the students, plus instructor contact as defined in programming received by the students, plus instructor contact as defined in section 55211 55234 (or 55204 if the course is conducted through distance education), plus outside-of-class work expected as noted in the course outline of record and approved by the curriculum committee, and dividing the total number of hours for the course thus derived by 54. Hours of instruction or programming received shall be independently verified by the instructor using a method or procedure approved by the district according to policies adopted by the local governing board as required by section 58030. Full-time equivalent student for such noncredit distance instruction independent study course sections shall be computed by multiplying: 
(A)  multiplying the average of the number of students actively enrolled in the section as of each census date (those dates nearest to one-fifth and three-fifths of the length of the course section) by, 
(B) the weekly student contact hours as derived above in this section, by 
(C)  the primary term length multiplier of 17.5, and 
(D)  dividing by 525.
(g)  Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section, the units of full-time equivalent student for any credit course other than independent study and cooperative work-experience education courses may, at the option of the district, be computed by dividing the actual student contact hours of attendance by 525. When a district chooses to exercise the option of computing attendance for any course section by the actual student contact hours method, such method must be used consistently for all attendance accounting for that section.
(Comment:  This new section 58161 addresses claiming state apportionment for course repetition. Many of the concepts contained in this section are similar to those in the current section of the same number, but the language has been substantially rewritten.  Attendance of students repeating a course to alleviate substandard academic work may now be claimed for apportionment three times--the original enrollment plus two repetitions.  This same limit applies where a student is permitted to repeat a course by petition where substandard work was not recorded.  Language is added to cross-reference to section 56029 which permits additional repetitions of credit special classes for students with disabilities under specified circumstances.) 
§ 58161.  Apportionment for Course Repetition. 
A community college district may claim the attendance of students who repeat courses for state apportionment only if so authorized by this section and if all other requirements of this chapter are satisfied.  
(a) Where substandard academic work (as defined in section 55040) has been recorded for the attendance of a student in a credit course, apportionment may be claimed for a maximum of two repetitions of the course to alleviate substandard work.
(b) The attendance of students in legally mandated training as provided in section 55041 may be claimed for state apportionment without limitation.
(c) The attendance of students in credit activity courses, as defined in section 55041 and 55042, may be claimed for state apportionment for a maximum of four semesters or six quarters (the original enrollment and three semesters or five quarters of repeated enrollment).  For purposes of this subdivision, semesters and quarters include summer sessions and intersessions. This limitation applies even if the student receives a substandard grade during one or more of the enrollments in an activity course or petitions for repetition due to special circumstances as provided in subdivision (e) of section 55041. 
(d) The attendance of a student with a disability may be claimed for state apportionment each time the student repeats a credit special class as a disability-related accommodation which is justified by one of the circumstances described in section 56029.
(e) The attendance of a student repeating a credit course by petition pursuant to subdivision (e) of section 55041 may be claimed for state apportionment for a maximum of two repetitions beyond the original enrollment.
(f) The attendance of a student repeating a credit course because the district determines pursuant to subdivision (f) of section 55041 that there has been a significant lapse of time since the student previously took the course may be counted for only one repetition beyond the prior enrollment.  
(g)  State apportionment may be claimed for the attendance of a student repeating a variable unit open entry/open exit credit course or portion thereof only to the extent that repetition of such courses is permitted pursuant to section 55043.  
(h) To the extent permitted by article 4 of subchapter 1 of chapter 6, a district may permit repetition of credit courses beyond the limits set forth in this section, but such additional repetitions may not be claimed for state apportionment.
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