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Opened in 1964 One of three colleges within the  

San Diego Community College District 

Current Enrollment:  24,000 students 

Mission:  *  offer programs that lead to the AA or AS degree 

               *  offer low-division courses that lead to transfer to four-year 

                   colleges and universities 

               *   offer programs in career/technical education 

               *   high-school outreach 

               *  promote regional economic development  

241 full-time faculty  

160 degree and  

certificate programs 
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF STUDENT POPULATION –  Fall 2008 

Ethnicity 

Source: SDCCD Office of Institutional Research and Planning, College Profile, Fall 2008 Final Census 
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF STUDENT POPULATION – Fall 2012 

Ethnicity 

Age 

Source: SDCCD Office of Institutional Research and Planning, College Profile, Fall 2012 Final Census 
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Successes of San Diego Mesa College in Transfer 

Overall Transfer Volume Compared to Other Colleges 

SDCCD  Office of Institutional Research and Planning   May 2012 



8 

Top Five Four-Year Transfer Institutions 

Successes of San Diego Mesa College in Transfer 

SDCCD Office of Institutional Research and Planning   May 2012 
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  Transfer Rate =  # of transfers 

 initial cohort 
   X 100 

SDCCD Office of Institutional Research and Planning   May 2012 

Successes of San Diego Mesa College in Transfer 
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2010 

#7 in State 
 

2004 
#5 in State 
 

2009 
#10 in State 
 

2005 
#6 in State 
 

2007 
#10 in State 
 2006 

#7 in State 
 

2008 #6 in State 
 

Successes of San Diego Mesa College in Transfer 

Transfer Ranking in STEM Disciplines*: 
      Relative to all 112 CCC’s 

University of California (10 campuses)  

Source:  California Post Secondary Education Commission (CPEC),  February , 2013 



Mechanisms for Successful Transfer  

Financial 

Aid 

Academic 

Support  

Services 

Transfer  

Center 

Articulation 

Counseling  

 

Instructional  
Faculty 

TRANSFER  

TO 

 UNIVERSITY 







CHEM 152 

CHEM 251 



Instructors 

8 Fulltime 

20 Adjunct 

(22 PhDs) 

Average  

2,000 

 students  

per term 

20 unique  

courses 

Degree 

Programs 

3 Certificate 

2 Associate 

Teach  

75  

sections 

 per semester 

Largest 

 Chemistry 

 Department  

in SD County 

Transfer 

 
Certificate of Performance: Preparation for Chemistry 

   Laboratory Positions 

Certificate of Achievement: Chemistry 

ACS Certificate of Achievement: Chemistry Technician 

Associate in Science Degree: Chemistry 

Associate in Science Degree: Chemistry Technician 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A 

Role  of Chemistry 
Department  

in 
 Student 
 Transfer 



Pre-Bridges URM Transfer to the 

 University of California  
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2004    –    7 percent  
                    (of STEM Mesa  transfers)  
      

2005    –    5.8 percent  
                  (of STEM Mesa  transfers)  
      

Source:  California Post Secondary Education Commission (CPEC), Feb 2013 



Lack of URMs in STEM disciplines is Pervasive in U.S. 
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http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/population 
/estimates_and_projections_by_age_sex_raceethnicity.html 

2012 U.S. Census Data*Projects Increased Diversity in Ethnicity/Race 

 

Increasing Diversity in STEM is vital for successful  
Science and Technology Development in the U.S. 

http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/population /estimates_and_projectoins_by_age_sex_raceethnicity.html
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/population /estimates_and_projectoins_by_age_sex_raceethnicity.html
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“LACK OF MINORITIES SEEN IN STEM CLASSES” 

http://multibriefs.com/briefs/ACS2/ACS2021413.php 

FEB 14, 2013 

http://www.nigms.nih.gov/News/Reports/PromoteDiversity06072009.htm 

Doctorate Recipients from U.S. Universities: Summary Report 2007-08 

http://multibriefs.com/briefs/ACS2/index.php 

Data Tables: 2008 TABLE 9:  by field of study and race/ethnicity:  2008 

http://www.nsf.gov/index.jsp
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2005 to Present 



 

21 



increase the overall transfer  
admission rate of underrepresented  
minorities majoring in the biomedical 
or behavioral sciences by ten percent per year, and  

transfer at least seventy percent of the Bridges students to 
a four-year university, and  

ensure that seventy-five percent of Bridges students will 
earn a bachelor's degree in the biomedical or behavioral 
sciences.  

Bridges’ Program Goals 
 



Developmental Activities 

Orientation  

Matriculation,  

Education Planning 

Peer Mentoring 

Coursework, Seminars 

Workshops 

Summer Internship 

Math and English  

Assessment/Placement  

Research  

Site Visit, Orientation 

Intro to UCSD 

Attendance and Presentations  

 at Research Conferences 
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Summer Internships Transfers 
 

                                   2012-2013 

UCSD 7, SDSU 2,  
SD Mesa 6, U. Of MN:  1 

 

UCSD 4, UCLA 1, UC Davis 2, SDSU 3,  
U. of Utah  School of Pharmacy  1 

2011-2012 

UCSD 11, SDSU 2,  
U. of Glasgow Scotland 1, 
Sea World, San Diego 1 

UCSD 5, UCLA 1, UC Santa Barbara 1, 
SDSU 3 

                                    2010-2011 

UCSD 13, SDSU 3,  
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 
MA  1  

UCSD 5, SDSU 4  

                                    2009-2010 

UCSD 4, SDSU 1, 
 Scripps Oceanographic Inst. 1 

UCSD 2, SDSU 4, U. of Guam 1 

Bridges Student Achievements and Accomplishments 
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RECENT SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 

MARY GRAVES:  San Diego Mesa College Chemistry Department Scholarship 
Award, 2012. SACNAS Travel Award 2012. 

JASMINE GREEN:  UC Davis entering UG Scholarship, and UC Davis fee 
Grant. 

ABDIRISAK HUSSEIN: Jack Kent Cooke Transfer Undergraduate Scholarship, 
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, 2012; American Chemical Society Scholars 
Program Award 2012, San Diego Mesa College Chemistry Department 
Scholarship Award, 2012; San Diego Mesa College Dr. Granville N. Moore 
Memorial Scholarship Award, 2012; San Diego Mesa College Beta Beta Upsilon 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship Award,2012; San Diego Mesa College 
2011-2012 Osher Scholarship Award; 2012 Certificate of Recognition, California 
legislature Assembly, 2012 Undergraduate Summer Research Internship, 
University of Minnesota, SACNAS Travel Award 2012. 

ALBERTO PALACIOS:  2012 Mesa College Foundation Scholarship, SACNAS 
Travel Award 2012. 

MOHAMMAD MUSSE:  UCSD Chancellor’s Transfer Student Scholarship, 
2011-2013. 

Bridges Student Achievements and Accomplishments 
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Bridges Student Achievements and Accomplishments 

RECIPIENTS OF PRESTIGIOUS RESEARCH CONFERENCE AWARDS 

LIDIA MONJARAS:  Poster Presentation in Social/Behavioral Sciences and 
Public Health, Psychology Division, entitled, “Shame in Dating: Violence 
Victimization in Teen Girls“, 2012 ABRCMS Conference.  Presently attending  
San Diego Mesa College.   

WENDY PLANTE:  Oral Presentation in Neurosciences, entitled, " Mirror 
Neuron System Activation as a Function of Autism Symptom Severity: A 
Replication and Extension of Previous Findings”.  2012 ABRCMS Conference.   
Presently attending UCLA. 

CECILIA BESS:  Poster Presentation in Social/Behavioral Sciences and Public 
Health, Psychology Division, entitled, “Demographic Predictors of Initial 
Interest in Contra lateral Prophylactic Mastectomy among Women with 
Sporadic Breast Cancer: Preliminary Results“.  2012 ABRCMS Conference.   
Presently attending SDSU. 

DEAN ELHAG:  Poster Presentation in Bioengineering entitled, “Determining 
Oxygen Hemoglobin Dissociation Curve and Ligand Kinetics of Lumbricus 
Erythocruoin Using A Hernox Analyzer Machinge”, 2 011 SACNAS Conference. 
Presently attending UCSD. 

MOHAMED MUSSE:  Poster Presentation in Biochemistry entitled, “Micro-
Purification of Phosphofructokinase-1”,  2010 Conference.  Presently attending 
UCSD. 



Source:  California Post Secondary Education Commission (CPEC), Feb 2013 
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