The First Year Experience Program

De Anza College

Program Description

First Year Experience is a learning community for first generation college students who test into developmental levels of English that involves integrated curriculum in Reading, Writing and Sociology.  Almost all FYE students come from traditionally underrepresented racial/ethnic groups.  Highlights of the program include:

· Integration of as many as 10 classes per quarter in curriculum and approach
· Integration of academic classes with counseling and advising support and tutoring

· Extra class time to accelerate student progress through the developmental sequence

· Community building writing workshops, field trips, and performance events

· A multicultural curriculum that develops critical thinking and civic engagement around the issues of race, culture, language, class, gender and sexual orientation
Evidence that FYE Works
Data from Institutional Research at De Anza College shows that the success rate (passing a class with a C or better) for students in First Year Experience classes was 84%, eight points higher than the overall college average.  
· In most cases, all ethnic groups in FYE classes do better than those groups perform in comparator classes that are not in the FYE program.  
· FYE students in the beginning level of Reading classes outperform their non-FYE colleagues in that same level of Reading.  
· Although ALL of the First Year Experience students taking SOC1 are also enrolled in development level reading and writing, they perform similarly with comparator SOC1 classes which have an advisory of college level English.  
· FYE retention rates are also higher than the college average.  

· 93% of FYE students surveyed agree that they have more confidence in their academic abilities because of FYE and are more successful in their classes.  
· 94% indicate that they often connect ideas and skills from different classes because of the program.  

Finally, here is a student voice (from an anonymous qualitative survey of FYE students) about the impact of FYE:
I am thinking about my own education at De Anza and beyond as something that is very important because after learning about all these inequalities in society, it makes me more empowered to do something about them and not fall victim to what I was conditioned to become in life. Knowing is the first step to making change. I know that I need to get the best education I can so that when I have more, in a sense, power and higher stature, I can put something together or get involved with helping my community and then maybe society. Right now though, I need to focus on school and get things together so that I can make a difference in someone else’s life.

